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Jubilation embraces Fantasia Barrino as she is announced winner of the ‘America Idol’ competition
AP PHOTO BY KEVORK DJANSEZIAN



FANTASIA TAKES
A FANTASY RIDE

North Carolina’s own wins American Idol’ crown and sings ‘I Believe’

By THoMmASI MCDONALD “I always say I've been through “Oh, my God! Oh, my God, she
STAFF WRITER some things, but I worked hard to  did it!” said Michelle Taylor, a
GREENSBORO = They knew it. get to where I am at,” said Barrino, cousin of Barrino’s who lives in
There was no way Fantasia Bar- a 19-year-old single mother, after High Point.
rino was going to lose the “American  first noting she’d broken her shoe in The moment before the an-
Idol” competition Wednesday night.  the excitement of the moment. nouncement, the crowd, on its feet,
It was like a deep feeling lodged =~ A weepy Barrino nonetheless had grown deathly silent.
_ deep inside the collective bones of pulled herself together tosingapow-  Some of the fans had their arms
. the thousands of fans and dozens of  erful version of “I Believe,” the song  outstretched in the air. Mothers
Diana family members who gathered at  that will become her first single. = held their babies tighter and older
DeGarmo Greensboro Coliseum to watch the The moment that “Idol” host people clasped hands. Then came
runner-up. conclusion of the made-for-TV tal- Ryan Seacrest announced that Bar-  the eruption.
ent competition. rino had taken the crown, a Greens- “She deserves it,” Taylor said af-
INSIDE Barrino, a native of nearby High  boro crowd that had been cheer- ter the announcement. “This is
Point who honed her soulful style ing at ear-splitting volume goteven God’s way of saying that [even
SKY THE LIMIT: i, 3 family church, won out over louder. More than 75 members of though] you are a young mother,
A prosperous 16-year-old Georgia’s Diana Barrino’s family started jumping you can still make it. She is an
futureislikely  DeGarmo, earning a majority of over chairs to reach one another, American idol.’”
within Barrin0’s - the more than 65 million votes cast  hugging and crying tears of joy. A b
grasp.  »12A by telephone and text message. few of them started praying. SEE FANTASIA, PAGE 12A







