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Jubilation embraces Fantasia Barrino as she is announced winner Qfthe 'America Idol' competition.
AP PHOTO BY KEVORK DJANSEZIAN
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FANTASIA TAKES
A FANt ASY"'RJDE
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North Carolinas own 'wins'A.merican Idol' crown .ana sings -'1Believe',

Diana
DeGarmo

runner.up.

INSIDE

SKY THE LIMIT:

Aprosperous
future is likely
within Barrino's

grasp. ..12A

BY THOMAS! MCDONALD
STAFFWRITER

GREENSBORO - They knew it.
'There was noway, Fantasia Bar-

rino was going to lose the "American'
Idor' ,competition Wednesday nigbt.

It was like a deep feeling lodged
,deep inside the collective bones of
the thousands of fans and dozens of
family members who gathered at
Greensboro Coliseum to watch the
conclusion 6fthe made-for-TVtal-
entcompetition.
. B~rrino,a native of nearby High
Point who honed her"soulfulstyle'
in a£amily church, won out over.
16-year-old GeCirgia's Diana
DeGarmo, earning a majority of
the more than 65 niillionvotes,cast
by telephone and text message.

"I always say I've been through
some things, but I worked hard to
get to where I am at," said Barrino,
a"'19-Yfar-old single mother,. after
first noting she'd broken her shoe in
the excitement of the moment.
,A weepy Barrino nonetheless

pulled herself together to sing a Pow-.

erful version of "I Believe," the song
that will become her first single. .

The moment that "Idol" host
RyanSeacrest announced that Bar-
rino had taken the crown; a Greens-.
boro crowd that hall.been cheer}
ingat ear-splittingvolume'goteven
louder. More than 75 memberso(
.Barrino's family started jumping.
over chairs to reach one"another,.
hugging and crying tears ofjoy. A
few of them started praying.

,~'Oh,my God! Oh, my God, she
did it!" said MichelleTaylor, a
cousin.ofBarrino's who lives in I
High Point. .

The moment before the an-
nouncement,the crowd, on its feet,
had grown deathly silent.

. Some of the fans had their arms
outstretched in the air. Mothers

. heldtheirbabiestighterand older
people clasped hands. Then came
the eruption.

. "Shedeserves it," Taylor said af-
ter the announcement.' "This is
God's way of saying that [even
though] you area young mother,
you can still make it. She is an
American idol.' "

SEE.FANTASIA, PAGE12A




