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lI |'arnno rs even more
I Lelectrifying! on tour,
hometown favorite Jennifer
Hudsm stopped the Sowwith
a bravun perfo,rmance of fuetla
Franklin's "Since You've Been
Gone," and Jasmine Trias -
well, she's still cornering the
marteton cargo capris.

Fort$e most parl the top 10
adoP fnalists and special guest
Tamyra Gray, the fourth-place
fini$er on the shoCs inaugural
season, thrilhd morc than 6,000
frns of tbe worlds most popular
karada oryetition Unlil€ ttte
televised edition, the touring
rersion of the Fox netqort show
played solely to the singers'
strengths, with nary a salsa
numberin earshot.

When not reqrdred to moon
Glorh ESefrn numbers' even the
wooden John Stevens was ie
pressive, c.barming the audience
with a pitch-perfect version of
the Sinatra standard "C,ome Fty
With Me" and later joining Bar-
rino for a flirty duet of Queen's"Crazy LifiJe Thing Called lrve."
The famously twitchy (and
prtdl) Jon Peter laris too\ on
Sterrie Wondeds'1$rperstition"
and almost made it work, al-
thor{h the thrcngs of soeaming
teenage girls wearing glitt€ry "I

Fell For JP[,"T{hifts wqrldo't
harr notioed eitler n4y.

The first haff of the show fea-
huedtbe filols" in o,rderof their
departure, building up to Bar-
rino's big nrmrbers, Gerchwin's
Snurrertime" (stelar as always,
but it wouldn't kill her to switcl
up the delivery a bit) and a blis
tering rendition of another Wor
der classic "Si$ed Sealed De
liveted"" In the second half, the
adob tookthe stage for a spir-
ited but uneven Prince medley,
with George Huff and Hudson
pairingfor a dynamite "l'lothing

Compares to U" and LaToya
lnndon offeringa slinky 1Gss."
Iewis and belter Amy Adams
strutted around in an almost
laughable "U Got the Look.'

For the rest of the show, the
Idols" care togetber io vsi*

permutations, ranging from the
unexpected (Hutr singing the
IVlarvin Gaye e.hssic'lt/hafs C'o
ing On" wittr Iaris m guitar) to
the silly (an unironic group sing
of "Soul I\dan) to the sublime
(most of the womm joining to
gether for a sassy take on Tina
Turnet's T'ool in love").

All in all, it was about three
gtoup sings too long. But the
show picked up again when Bar-
rino took center stage with the
power ballad "I Believe," the
song penned by Gray, and made
the unbelievably tready anthem
simply unbelievable.
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'American ldol' finalists perform for more than
6,000 fans in Chicago.
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