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FlDlasia do€s on€ for the'baby mamas'on new albutr

By NEKESA MUMBI MOODY. AP Mr6tc wri ler

Frnirsia is rhe ultirnale sround-lbe-way girl.

From lcr shorl-cropped hairdo lo ler wisccrackjng slang 1o hcr sncakcrs-beforetunps look, this year's "American

tdol" proud ly represents that offen overlookcd demoSraphic: lhe girl liom lhe street lrying to eke oul anolher day

Nowhere is lbal more embodied or hcr new album lhan on lhe song "Baby Mana." An odc to single moth€rbood,
rhe track - whose l)rics occasionally border on "Satuday Night Live" satire 'gives a shoul oul ro women suppoding
lheir children on lheir owrr, sruggling to pay lhe bills and rais€ their child at the same limc.

For the 2o-year-old Frnlasia - sole supporler ofher loddlcr daughler, Zion ' il was an anthem long ov€rdue.

"A lor ofpeople make us fecl lile we should be sshamcd, we oughla be asbam€d because wete baby's mamas, and
thal's not so. I ainl promotin' sex, I'm jusl sayin8, 'Look ' I m a baby mana,' and that's a ghetto slaDg," Frnlasit
says in her thick Soulhcm accenl, slarling to laugh

"l just kepr i r  real ."

Tlar may be the mosl jmponant key lo success lbr Flntasir, \\'ho slopped using ler last name, Barrino, afier
winniDg "ldol." From the stafl, she was clearlydiffcrcnt fromn past winners: demur€ Kelly Cltukson, rcddy-bcar
Rubcn Sluddard and squeaky-clean Clay Aiken

Bul her brassy charfl cndeared her lo audiences almosl as much as her scratchy, soulful voice Much Iile ihe
viliainousjudge Simoo Cowell, naDhsir was a pe$onalily who made peopl€ wanl lo lune inlo thc wcekly

"She has morc ofa slory as a musical artist, thst's more lhan a TV show,' says pmduccr lennajnc Dupri, who
worked with Fsnlasin on lhe album. "It helps add lo lhe piclurc."

Now, wilh lhis week's rclcase of"Fre€ Yourselt," Fanlasia will lind out whelher il's cnough 1o lranslat€ lo
commercjal success. Bascd on lhe lrack rccord of her Prcdecessors, sh€'llprobably have a hrge stad. The debuls
Irom Clarksot. Sluddard and Aiken each sold more lban one niuion copjes.

Y€r rhere havc been indicalions oflale thal lhe "American ldol" glow Inay be faditg

A rccent Billboard magazine aniclc reponed lhal sonre radio stalions have been resislanl lo playing songs trom
"ldot" anisls. The lhlrd arxrual "ldol" lour last summcr plaled lo less'$alr'capacily crowds. And ranlasia'! debul
single, "l Believe,' soJd less than lhe dcbuts ofprevious witrnefs, even though il was lhe besl-sclling single oi the

"I thjn-k thc 'Anerican ldol thing is wearing people ou1. and lhal's a slrarnc because it slrculdn\ hale to rcflecl on her
prolect," says Rodney Jerkins, anorherproduccr on the album

3ut legcndary usic mat Clive Davis, who oveffaw her J Rccords debul, scoffs al such repons He predicrs
F,rDtasia will gcr a boosl olxboul a half- illion il] snles sinlply bccause ofier "ldol" corurccrim - xnd Ihat her
hlenl wi l l lake hcr nruch tur lhcr.
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"As I said wlen I was the guesljudge al llc cnd otthe season,l would bave sign€d Fan{asi! ifl found her in a
basetnenl in Kansas Cily," Ie says. "Sbe's the real dcal and shejust has cnormous natural lal€nl "

That ralent js bullrcssed by superstarlevel produclion from lhe likcs ofDupri, Jeri(ins and Missy Elliox. Ahhough
shc\ be$ l(nown on "ldol" for h€r searirg rcndjlions ofclassics like "Slnmeflime" - which is included on "Fre€

Yoursell' - 1be new albunr is decidcdly more con{€mporary. T}ere'sjusl one olber cover, a leaFjcrking version of
$e wiilie Nelson gctn "You we,e Alwals oD My Mind."

Th€re are a corple ofrump-shAkcrs, bur nostly heart-wrenching soul ballads lhal seem to solidify h€r rep tation as
the nexl Mary J. Blige.

"I havenl met he!, but I like l}al bccause sbe's real," Ftntlsls says oftbe cornparisoD. "I see mys€lfasjusl being
real. She\ rcal, she\ down to canh. Shc taiks aboul where she comes from, she ain't got no shamc in tbe gam€."

Neither does Fa$lssir. ThoD0h she did recently purchas€ a m6ssjve home forhersclfand her family jn her hom€
stalc of Nonh Carolina, Fsnlasi! - or'Tasia, as sh€ iikes lo call h€rself- prides hersclfon tbe lack ofcelebrity-style
changes in hcr IiIe.

"Somebody sce me at McDonald's and they'll say, l/Vhal you dojn'al M cDonald's?"' shc says wilh a wide snile.
"And ]ln ljk€, 'w!al you mean? 1 slill like Big Macs, I stjll like fri€s, I slill cat lhc same.

"1 srill live lhe same ol"Tasia lifc."

Like Bljge, sbe also freely talks aboul her missleps in life, from droppinS oul ofschool in the ninlb grade (she\
working on gctling her diploma) to }er r€en pregnancy lo hcr dysfunctional reialionshjp wjlh her baby's falher.

During lhar ljDe, Fantrsir was al her iowestpoiDt.

"1 started ro see my litc going downhill. It was likc,'Wail a minule, this ain't what God had forme,"'she says sotlly.
"l jusr wasn\ looking al myself I jusl wasn'l 'Tasia anymore. I iookcd in lbe mirror ore day, and I wasjusl lile, 'Uh-

u-h, I gorh do better."'

Appearing on "American ldol' not only changed hcl fonunes, bul herpriorilies. Suddcnly, hangirrg out in lhc srcels
and partying were no longcr jmponanl. She )rad goals, irnd dreams lo pursue.

Now, posilioned for slardom, she can'l imaginc whal else life ias jn slore for }er.

"Young girl, yolmg mon, done it all, bccn Lhrorgh it all," shc says. "l always lell people, on my 2lst binhday,l
don\ know what l'm gojrg lo do."


