
Some alumni enjoy hot careers after the Fox
realitv show others find a cooler reception

all but one winner, has parted ways with several of the
show's alumni. But some have managed to transcend

s American ldol glitters into its seventh season Idol's overcooked production style and take advantage of
tonight, the cuitural craze just gets more the opportunity the show presented. As ldol heats up,
complex. With the Hollywood writers' strjke here's a fever chart trackins the fortunes of its winners
wiping out scripted prime-time program- and other notable finalists on a scale of10 (hot) to 1 (coid).
ming, the reality series may be an even

greater ratings juggernaut than in seasons past.
Yet recently, Idol winners have been struggling with
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Thejug-eared Nodh
Carolina nativecharmed
viewers with his "geek-

to-chic" metamorphosls
but sti l lcame in as run-
ner-up on Season 2. He
has since eclipsed Stud-
dard in popularity - par-
ticularlywith his "Clay-

mate"{an base. His{irst
two albums sold more
than 4 mill ion copies
combined, Hls third re-
lease,2006s A IAoa-
sand Di{{erent Ways,
went gold. This year, the
29-year-old will move to
Broadway in lYonty
Pythons Spamalol

flagging album sales. Sony-BMG, the recording home for 45)

JENNIFER
HUDSON
The buxom Chlca-
go belter became
the sixth of the 12fi-
oalists voted o{f
during Season 3.
Butturning in a dit
lereot direction,

With soaring vgcals
and a sweetdemeanof,
the native Texan, ihen
2Q became the showi
inaugura I winner and
sold moreihan 3 mil-
l ion copies ofherdebut
albtm, fhanHul,

shequickly rebounded wlth
the coveted role of E{{ie.
White inthe hit 2006lilm
adaptation o{ the D.ream-
gr'rkmusical. Upsiaging
co-stars Eddie Murphy and
Beyonce, Hudson eilrned
an Oscar Now 26, the ac-
iress has roles ln Sex and
fhe Cifyand other coming
films.

Sophomore Ereakaway
topped tha{, spawning
two Grammys and sell-
ing more than 11 mill ion
copies. But th-.1ndie-
rock direction o{ last
yeay's My December
prompted a fer-rd wlth
labelboss Clive Davis,
a delayed tourand no
hiis;the album did,

;) ON TV Season 7 ol Anerican ldolpremieres at 8 tonight on WBFF

CARRIE
UNDERWOOD CHRISThis Okltshoma beauty DAUGHIRY

Daughtry,the{ourth fl-
nalist on Season 5, has

allbu{ rendered
winner Hicks

ifrelevant,
Since geiting
booted {rom
the show he

lormed the
band Daughtry

and released a self-titled
debui in 2006. Since
then;1he critically ac-
claimed album has sold
nearJy4 million copies.
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stuck to her country-pop
leaningslhroughoul her
winning stint on /doland
has become ihe gen16!
brightesl new s1ar. Her
2005 CD Some
Hear1g spurred 6 ml1-
lion fans to CD shops
and netted two Gram-
mys - including Best New
Artist. In barely two
m onths, la st year! radiant
Carnival Ridehas soldZ
millon copies. Siarting ihis
month, the singer,24, hits
the road on a tour with
country hearithrob Keith
Urban

CLAY AIKEN

JORDIN SPARKS
Sparks, a doe-eyed singerfrom
Arizona, was /dolsyoungest wln-
ner ai age 1Z On the show, she
somehow impressed judges with
hertechnically proii i ient but ho.
.|r!w take o{ Ben E. Kings "l(Who

Flave Nothing).' Spaiks signed a
'deal with JivelZomba Label
Group, making herthe lirsl ldol
winner nottojoin RCA Label
Group, which falls underthe
Sony-BMG umbrella. But she
may not be with the comparyfor
long, as her sel{-titled debul, is-
sued in November, has sppwned
no huge hits. The albums lirst
week sales o{119,000 is theiow-
est o{ any {ormer ldolwinner,

Her back story - a barely
l l lerateteen mothef who
overcame lhe odds to sing
- became mythology. But
Barrinos mighiy stage
presence and churchy,
soul-venting vocals won
her Season 3. Herdebut,
Free Yourse{ lncluded ihe
controversial R&B hit"Baby l9ama" and sold
morethan 2 mill ion copies.
But the edgier {ollow-up,
2006s Fanfasl4 only went
gold, In the meantime, the
North Carolina-born 23-
year-old garnered rave re-
views in Broadway's Ihe
Color Purple.

FANIAS!A
BARRINO

TAYLORHICKS
At 29 and with prema-
turely gray hair, Hicks be-
came the oldesi /dolwin-
ne4 powered by his
a{fable, quirky personality
and blue-eyed soul, Bui
his sel{-titled debut pro-
duced no major,hits and
sold mostly to Hicks'"Soul Palrol" {an base. He
supporied the alburn with
a club tour, and saies
eventually reachel plai-
inum, But lastweek, it
was con{irmed thal Hicks
is no longersigned to
Arisia, the Sony"BlYG
companythat put oui his
uneven debut.

RUBEN
STUDDARD
Alabama's'Vel-
vetTeddyBear ' ,
won Season 2
with his shy per-
sona and gospel-bred
vocals. He updated Luther Van-
dross-style balladry on his de-
but, Soul/ul which went plat
inurn in notime, then did ar1
abouUace on / Needan,Angel
a gospel e{{ori that sold gold in
2004. But when hetrled toiip-
toe back lnto R&B wth 2006s
Iie Retur4 muslc buyers mosily
ignored him. Last month, Sony-
BMGsJ Records dropped the
,o_"^.._^t.t ".^^^^.


